
�

�

 

�

�

�����������	
���
	��������		
Through a comprehensive community assessment in 2008, Green Mountain United Way identified 
early learning as a priority area and began implementing the Early Learning Initiative to increase 
school readiness by helping parents, caregivers and communities create early learning opportunities 
for young children.   
 

In collaboration with Building Bright Futures Councils and early childhood groups,  
Green Mountain United Way seeks to increase school readiness by: 
 

· Building community awareness on the importance of early learning 
 

· Supporting quality early childhood services 
 

· Communicating directly to parents and caregivers the latest early childhood development 
research through Born Learning materials that provide easy, “doable” action steps  

Why is Early Learning Important? 
 

In the early years, a child’s brain is twice as 
active as an adult’s and it is forming structures 
that will be the foundation for all future learning . 
 

Studies prove that it is not flashcards and the 
most expensive toys that build brain structures 
and develop a foundation for learning - it is 
loving, nurturing experiences and relationships.  
Singing, talking and playing rhyming games may 
seem like fun, silly games but they actually 
stimulate the development of language and 
vocabulary and build a foundation for learning to 
read. 
 

Research shows that every dollar put towards 
early learning can yield a $17 savings down the 
road.  This is achieved through increased success 
in school, graduation rates, workforce readiness, 
job productivity, and community engagement.   
 

What an opportunity for us as parents, caregivers, 
providers, teachers, employers and community 
members to support early learning to ensure that 
every child leads a fulfilling, happy, successful 
life! 

How can we Encourage Early Learning? 
 

A parent is a child’s first teacher and plays the 
most important role in a child’s life.  Many 
parents feel that they don’t know what to do to 
encourage learning or are concerned that they are 
too busy to prepare their children for school. What 
parents may not know is that learning can be 
simple and fun.  Getting ready in the morning, 
helping to prepare meals, going to the store, 
reading a book or being read to are all 
opportunities for children to nurture their innate 
curiosity and wonder.  It is in these every day 
moments that parents and caregivers have the 
most significant impact in providing their children  
with a rich experience for learning. 
 

Communities also play an important role in the 
development of our youngest members. By 
supporting plans, policies and programming that 
provide parents with access to high quality early 
learning services and family-friendly 
environments, communities can demonstrate the 
value placed on this important time of growth.   

www.gmunitedway.org 

For more information, please contact Molly Gleason, Community Impact Director,  
at 802-229-9532 or mgleason@gmunitedway.org 


